
NARI National Community Service Achievement Award 

Nomination for NARI of Madison – 2024/2025 

 

I am proud to nominate my chapter for the 2024-25 NARI National achievement award for Community Service.  Our 

chapter took on two community service projects this year (2024), our first being a refresh of the landscape and outdoor 

area at a skilled nursing facility in Evansville, WI and our next one partnering with NARI Madison member, Logan’s Heart 

and Smiles for putting up a fence for a family in need in our area that has special need children.  Let me tell you a little 

bit about both projects. 

Evansville Manor Landscape Project 

5/18/2024 

This is actually our second visit to Evansville Manor, a skilled nursing facility in our area.  Our first visit in 2023 consisted 

of tackling the front entrance to the facility and managing the rugged, forgotten landscape projects and paint refresh at 

the home.  In 2024 our crews came back for a day of giving back.  This year, we tackled their outdoor resting spot and 

gazebo area.  This area had been neglected for years causing overgrown flower beds, weeds too numerous to count and 

general disarray of this area that should be a relaxing spot to chat with loved ones.  This year's goals & task list included: 

install pollinator plants, install a new flowering tree, reduce mowing maintenance with new beds, install a temporary 

watering system, and plant a bunch of tomato, pepper, edible flower, and herb plants in the host of pots and planters 

existing around the outdoor gazebo.  It was fun finding a matching Prairie-fire crabapple tree that we could install 

opposite of the existing one, and enhancing existing raised beds with hardy native pollinator plants will be a wonderful 

addition to the space.  We cleaned up some of the sidewalk crack weeds and also added some mulch rings around a 

couple of existing structures and trees. It was a job well done and we couldn't have done it without our NARI of Madison 

member volunteers. We had a great write up in the local paper showcasing the project as well. The residents even came 

out at the end of the day and enjoyed the new landscape and gardens that we planted!  All volunteers were NARI 

Madison members and their kids and all materials were donated by NARI Madison members as well. 

 

     

 



    

 

      

 



 

 



 



Fenced-in Backyard Project 

6/8/2024 

In June, we partnered with our local non-profit member, Logan’s Heart and Smiles, who build accessibility and safety 

modifications for children with disabilities. This can include wheelchair ramps, fencing, bathroom adaptations, therapy 

installations, and other custom projects. Together we gathered volunteers and materials to complete a safety fencing 

project for 5-year old twins who are on the autism spectrum. Both children are flight risks, so they weren’t able to use 

their backyard as much as they would like in fear that the kids would run off. As Dad said  "if they (his kids) are out of 

arm's reach they are too far away."  Our team got to work side-by-side with Logan’s Heart and Smiles crew and 

had volunteers show up for a day long project of completing this task. We worked together to layout the fence, digging 

both manually and with a power auger to set posts, assembling the fence and gates, building an enclosure around the 

AC unit to keep curious fingers away, and relocating plants that were now in the fence line. Over lunch we were joined 

by Logan's Heart and Smiles Ambassador Noah, who uses a wheelchair due to Cerebral Palsy and he talked with us about 

Logan's and the impact Logan's has on children and families living in Wisconsin. We were able to provide a peace of 

mind for the family so their kids could enjoy the outdoor space without the risk of leaving the yard. The enclosed yard 

also allows the twins to have a safe area to expend their energy and get regulation, providing them and their caregivers 

with an overall calming, healthier life. 

The father of the family sent this note about the project: 

“Logan’s Heart and Smiles and the volunteers from NARI changed the entire trajectory of our family in one day. We have 

two special needs kiddos, both flight risks, and we could not use our backyard safely. We’ve lived here five years and 

never played outside. In one day, 10 volunteers, led by Joe and Angela, changed everything. What a difference people we 

didn’t even know made. Now our backyard is an enclosed, safe space and our kids love playing outside every 

day. Incredible joy for our kids, peace of mind for us, and a wonderful gift to our family.” 

 

Our members were ecstatic to complete this project for such a deserving family. 
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